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Decal Inspection Guide 
Be sure when your ambulance is brought to for inspection, it is equipped and supplied to the highest level listed on the 
Texas DSHS license. For example; if the ambulance is licensed as BLS with MICU capability, it will be inspected at the MICU 
level, and will be required to have all MICU equipment and medications. Unit must meet City of Houston minimum 
requirements, as well as equipment requirements set by the Medical Director.  It is the responsibility of the company to 
schedule and present each ambulance(s) for inspection. Upon inspection, if the ambulance is in compliance, a City of 
Houston Ambulance Decal will be affixed to the rear right window or similar location. After the first unit passes inspection 
the City of Houston Ambulance Service permit will be active and a physical copy provided to the company. The updated 
copy of the permit must be placed in each unit. Each ambulance decal will expire concurrently with the exact day listed on 
the Company Ambulance Service Permit. Decal is nontransferable between ownerships and ambulances. 

Note: If for any reason ( shortage, changes in protocol etc.) you no longer carry a medication that is listed on 
your rotocol’s equipment and medication list, you must have a letter of approval from your Medical Director. The letter 
should include what changes will be made to the Protocol (i.e. operating without the medication has been approved, 
operating with a substitute medication, using the expired medication). If the expired medication will be used how long 
past the expiration date is the use allowed. 

For more detailed information about equipment requirements visit the Houston Health Department website 
www.houstontx.gov/health/EMS or call (832) 393-5603.

Vehicle Requirements

Current TDSHS vehicle license
Current State Inspection
Current Liability Insurance
Current Registration & Plates
Name of Service on Both Sides
Unit # Displayed on Both Sides
No Unauthorized Wording or Markings
No Smoking Signs Front Rear
Tires in Good Condition
Doors in Acceptable Condition
All Items Securely Stored
Dome Light High Low

Seat Belts Front and Rear
Emergency Lights
Emergency Siren
HVAC Front and Rear
Vehicle Horn
Vehicle Lights, all functioning
Windshield Free from Obstructions
Communications Equipment
Steps and Body Free from Major Damage
Positive Locks on Cabinets and Seats
Free from Exposed Electrical Hazards
Clean Equipment Pt. Area

Basic Life Support (BLS) Supplies
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Advanced Life Support (ALS) Supplies in Addition to BLS Supplies

Mobile Intensive Care Unit (MICU) Supplies in Addition to BLS and ALS Supplies


